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Altausseer Seitlpfeifer, Austria.

Playing with the Seitlpfeifen (Schwegelpfeife / pipe) has an ancient tradition. The
origins of this instrument are the Stone Age and had its peak in the middle Ages. Their
place in society has retained the wooden "whistle" - predecessor of today's German
flute. In the traditional marksmanship, primarily in the Salzkammergut, parades are still

cited today with only two pipes and a drum.

Today the Seitlpfeife has also found its place in the traditional, authentic folk music. In
addition to waltzes,Styrian Landler and they puts great emphasis on traditional song or

yodel. The interaction with other instruments as accordion and violin is quite common.

Every year the pipers from different areas of Austria are coming together to play on

the traditional Pfeifertag on an alm in the Salzkammergut.

The ,,Altausseer Seitlpfeifer” learned the "Schwegeln" (traditional word for “blowing a
whistle”) based on old traditions. The pieces were passed from generation to
generation, in part by notes, in part by ear. In Altaussee we continue to maintain that

tradition.
The members of the ,,Altausseer Seitlpfeifer* are:

Kurt Simen Tschitsch. B. 1958 - Head of the group - Seitlpfeife

Learned to play this instrument by Hans Stdckl (Kalserer) who looked about 40 years
ago for boys who are interested to ply the pipe because the Seitlpfeifen in Altaussee
was in danger of extinction. Together with his brother Kurt he maintains the old tradition
to this day.
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Domenik Kainzinger, born 1989 - Seitlpfeife

As a neighbor of Kurt Simen Tschitsch he showed at a young age the love of Seitlpfeife.
At age of 12 he was determined to learn the ancient game with Kurt and he has

played 10 years with him with the ,,Altausseer Seitlpfeifer*.
Gunther Seebacher, born 1960 - marksmanship drum

He is responsible for the rhythm in the group.. For about 15 years, he plays drums with
the Altausseer Seitlpfeifern for all marksman activities and parades. A special feature

is the marksman dance in 5/8 times.
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